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Editorial
“The Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin (the Bas-Rhin Departmental Council) was fully aware of the value 
and the potential of the Château du Haut-Koenigsbourg when it embarked on the process of buying 
the castle. Since 2007, it has taken on a new lease of life, with the site becoming one of France’s most 
popular visitor attractions.
The continued drive to upgrade fi ttings to comply with current building regulations and legal standards 
will represent a real challenge for 2013, given the many technical issues to be dealt with. As well as the 
challenges associated with being open to the public 362 days of the year, no less than 5 km of piping 
and 120 km of cables will have to be laid in the most vulnerable parts of this listed building.

The members of the Conseil Général are following developments at the Château with great interest 
and the resources they have allocated to the site refl ect its high profi le. Once the process of upgrading 
the fi ttings is complete, the Château will once more boast superb facilities for a site of such size and 
importance, as had previously been the case… back in 1908.

In the meantime, work at the Château is as busy as ever, with the broadening of its programme of 
events and the drawing up of a vision document setting out the main goals and ambitions for the 
coming years. This will be the reference document for everyone working in the château, setting out the 
tasks they have to perform.

As a community with a strong social conscience, we have made this site accessible for visitors with 
special needs and the disabled and we are proud that the Comité de l’Europe has awarded us the 
European diplôme de Mérite et de Prestige for our efforts in this fi eld.

We aim to demonstrate our model approach once again in the implementation of the Château’s Agen-
da 21 programme, which consists of 34 practical initiatives that are both realistic and measurable. 
This will help us to get people enthusiastic about the issues and challenges surrounding sustainable 
development, which is the guiding principle behind everything the Département does.
2013 is a year that will see the Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin take on the challenges of the Château du 
Haut-Koenigsbourg, the symbol of an Alsace that is confi dent in its future.” 

Guy-Dominique Kennel
The President of the Bas-Rhin Departmental Council
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Editorial

”Bringing local government closer to local people - what a magnifi cent challenge!

In these troubled times, initiatives undertaken by the state need to have both local support and a clear 
sense of direction. Globalization, the huge increase in the infl uence of the ‘virtual’, online environment 
and increased mobility have all greatly weakened local ties. ‘Modern’ lifestyles seem attractive, whilst 
local authorities appear to have become less relevant, and in practical terms, less active. Public policy 
initiatives seem incapable of solving the big problems and therefore have become increasingly mea-
ningless.

The Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin has decided to fi ght back by ensuring everything it does has a strong 
local focus and identity.
Its motto: to be ‘project’ driven and minded, not impersonal. The way forward lies in organizational 
structures and policies with a stronger local focus and identity which the local population can better 
identify with - recognizing the individual characters of local communities with a view to encouraging 
them to adopt projects as their own and get involved, thereby increasing the projects’ effectiveness.

The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg has a key role in all this. It’s the very symbol of an approach to 
castles that has traditionally been pro-active and it sees itself as a pioneer and a catalyst for people’s 
efforts and actions. Generating enthusiasm, obtaining the support and input of local communities, 
giving a well-known name a new direction, what a magnifi cent challenge this is!

The Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin is fully committed to this approach because having a strong local 
focus and identity in everything it does is a way of creating new kinds of relationships with people, the 
local area and how we spend our time.”

Alfred Becker
Vice-President of the Bas-Rhin Departmental Council

   with special responsibility for Planning and Regional Development,
President of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg Steering Committee
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Much more than bricks and 
mortar…
You’re sure to be amazed by your fi rst sight of the castle: visible from afar, the Haut-Kœnigsbourg 
Castle is an imposing mass of pink sandstone that towers almost 800 metres above the Alsatian plain 
and the ‘route des vins’ (the wine route) below. On a clear day, you can see the Black Forest and even 
as far as the Swiss Alps.

As soon as the visitor passes beneath the towering entrance way, they fi nd themselves plunged into the 
world of the Middle Ages. It’s all here! Towers, bastions, wall walks, a portcullis, machicolations (‘murder 
holes’)...and all of it in perfect condition.

If you’re lucky, you may come across someone in period dress, with a procession of fascinated children 
following close behind. The illusion is complete, the effect, simply fascinating.

All you can do is fall under the spell – at least while your visit lasts. This is living history, a chance to 
discover something new and truly enriching, but above all, something to be enjoyed, no matter your 
age. Whether you’re a hiker or an arts-lover, a fan of architecture or a keen fi lm-goer, you’re sure to fi nd 
something for you. There’s nothing more rewarding for the castle staff than seeing  parents, who them-
selves visited the castle many years before, bringing their own children here to take on this mountain 
fortress that’s always been a fi rm favourite.

The castle’s distinctive outline has been a feature of the Alsatian countryside for nearly nine hundred 
years. First constructed in the 12th century, the Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle has seen European wars 
and rivalries between lords, Kings and Emperors. It belonged in turn to three great Germanic Imperial 
dynasties, the Hohenstaufens, the Habsburgs and the Hohenzollerns, but also to brigands and cut-
throats. Having been in ruins for over two hundred years, the fortress was at last totally restored at the 
beginning of the 20th century. This was due to one man, the German Kaiser, Wilhelm II. Eight years’ 
work later, and the castle was restored to its former glory.

From having seen much bitter confl ict, the castle is now a symbol of a more unifi ed, peaceful Europe. 
However, its amazing story doesn’t end here – every year, half a million visitors, more than 40% of 
whom come from abroad, come to explore the castle. What is it that they come here for? Well, there’s 
the very special atmosphere, transporting you back to the Middle Ages; the distinctiveness of the castle 
experience and undoubtedly a touch of fantasy! But there’s also the awareness of being part of an older 
story, a sense of belonging, half-glimpsed identities and roots. In short, history that you can literally 
reach out and touch – something that only our heritage and above all, our built heritage can provide us 
with - as long as it’s explained and made accessible to all. Perhaps most of all, there’s the satisfaction 
that comes from understanding, in the most natural way possible, the daily lives of these mysterious 
and fascinating people – our descendants.

The Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle is a striking, quite magnifi cent building, but it’s so much more than just 
a building…
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Key projects for 2013
The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg is one of France’s most popular tourist attractions, welco-
ming over half a million visitors each year. 2012 was no different, with this medieval fortress deli-
ghting visitors with its programme of top-quality events and carefully-designed facilities and tours. The 
château du Haut-Koenigsbourg’s disability access policy – and its disabled facilities – are the 
envy of Europe. The castle won two awards, the ‘Diplôme de mérite et de prestige européen 2012’ 
awarded by the Comité de l’Europe, and the ‘Trophée femmes du tourisme 2012’. With the help of its 
enthusiastic, highly dedicated team, the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg is committed to taking 
a socially responsible, model approach to its future development.

This year, the castle’s commitment to modernity takes another step forward with the adoption 
of its fi rst ‘Agenda 21’ sustainable development programme. Although the castle has implemented 
a variety of socially and environmentally responsible policies over the past few years, today represents 
a major step forward and a new chapter in the castle’s history. This ‘Agenda 21’ programme is com-
posed of 34 practical initiatives that focus on issues of environmental, economic, social and 
cultural relevance with a view to protecting the site itself and safeguarding the well-being of 
both castle staff and visitors. Improving accessibility to the castle, better waste management prac-
tices, including environmental and social concerns in our procurement policy, improving our employees’ 
working environment to the benefi t of all – these are some of our main goals and we believe that 
achieving them will enable us to look after this heritage effectively and pass it on to future generations 
in good condition.

Another major project currently being carried out by the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg is the work 
on upgrading buildings and fi ttings to comply with current building and legal standards and 
general refurbishment work. This huge undertaking is yet another example of the castle’s model 
approach to its restoration. This work has been going on since 2009, and its goal is to improve visitor 
reception facilities and visitor safety and to show the castle and its treasures to their best advantage. 
The large-scale, highly-innovative renovation of the maison alsacienne was completed in 2012.  This 
year will be spent fi tting out and decorating the inside of the maison alsacienne, while the upgrading of 
fi ttings (electrics, fi re alarm systems…) will enter its fi nal phase with the completion of the wiring and 
plumbing, the conducting of numerous tests and staff training.

The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg is a vibrant place offering a wide variety of tours and special 
events throughout the year. Tours with a twist, guided tours, workshops for families, the ‘Rendezvous 
aux Jardins’ garden tour and the ‘Nuit des musées’ (Museums by Night) are all great opportunities for 
visitors, both young and old, to explore the many and varied faces of a historical site that never ceases 
to surprise. This year the castle has a new addition to its programme of special events - an exhibition 
about the château’s medieval gardens which will last all summer.

At the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg we are always looking to make improvements. This year we 
will be busy drawing up a programme of cultural events and completing restoration work. The history, 
location and structure of the building itself may pose ongoing challenges, but the castle has 
always been equal to this task. In this lies both its awe-inspiring majesty and its strength!
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History of the castle and its 
transformations
A medieval fortress held by several imperial 
dynasties

THE HOHENSTAUFENS: THE FOUNDERS OF THE CASTLE

The oldest known reference to Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle dates from 1147, which was the time 
of the Hohenstaufens, the castle’s fi rst owners. During that period, they were attempting to make 
Alsace the base of their power, in order to gain control of the Holy Roman Empire. The castle’s strategic 
location enabled the Hohenstaufens to dominate important trade channels: the salt and silver routes 
(east/west) and the grain and wine routes (north/south). 

There still remain a few Roman elements of the castle as it was at the time of the Hohenstaufens, which 
can be seen in the keep, the upper garden and the living quarters.

THE AGE OF THE HOUSE OF HABSBURG

Following the Hohenstaufens, the Dukes of Lorraine and the Bishopric of Strasbourg, a second impe-
rial dynasty, the House of Habsburg, took over Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle. The castle thus retai-
ned all of its strategic importance and served as the western boundary of the Holy Roman Empire, 
exposed to the ambitions of the Dukes of Lorraine and the Kings of France.

In 1462, the castle was taken over by bandit knights. Several cities in the Alsatian plain decided to unite 
and carry out a punitive expedition against them. The castle was taken back and destroyed.

In 1479, the Habsburgs gave Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle in fee to the Tierstein family, who hailed 
from what is now the Swiss Jura region. This family adapted the castle’s defence system to artille-
ry. This was the high point of the castle’s architectural development, probably the most modern 
in the Vosges Mountains at the time. In the early 16th century, the Tiersteins had fi nancial problems 
and had to relinquish the castle. Until 1633, the Habsburgs placed several noble families there. Howe-
ver, these residents did not perform much upkeep of the castle.
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1633-1899: from neglect to the dream of 
restoration
THE DARK YEARS: ALSACE CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE THIRTY 
YEARS’ WAR

Alsace was one of the major stakes of the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). In 1633, a Swedish garrison 
laid siege to the castle for 52 days. The fortress withstood the assaults of the enemy’s artillery, but its 
starved population was forced to capitulate. Shortly thereafter, a fi re destroyed the castle, signal-
ling the beginning of a long period of neglect of Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle.

Starting in 1648, after the signing of the Treaties of Westphalia, Alsace progressively became 
French. The ruins of Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle, which were nonetheless remarkable (70% of the 
castle was still standing), were completely neglected for nearly two centuries. Nature took over 
again, and vegetation invaded the monument and its site.

THE ROMANTIC PERIOD OF HAUT-KOENIGSBOURG CASTLE

It was not until the 19th century, following the Romantic Movement, that interest for the ruins of 
Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle was rekindled. The Middle Ages and its vestiges fascinated intellectuals 
and artists. Poets, painters and photographers, together with historians and architects, appropriated the 
old stones full of history for themselves. The vestiges of Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle represented a great 
source of inspiration for them, due to the site’s magnitude and beauty.

The ruins of the castle were listed as a historic monument in 1862, and then were acquired three 
years later by the nearby town of Sélestat. Ideas for restoration projects very quickly emerged, but 
due to a lack of fi nancing, nothing came of them.
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Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle on the eve 
of the 20th century: a showcase for the 
political ambitions of Emperor William II

THE GIFT TO EMPEROR WILLIAM II

In 1871, Alsace was annexed by the German emperor. For William II of Hohenzollern, emperor from 
1888, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle symbolised the western boundary of the Holy Roman Empire, of which 
he claimed to be the heir. In 1899, the castle was given to him by the city of Sélestat. He decided 
to have the monument restored and made into a museum paying tribute to the German knights 
of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

THE ARCHITECT BODO EBHARDT

In order to carry out this vast restoration project, William II named a young architect, Bodo Ebhardt. 
Fascinated by the Middle Ages and castles, Bodo Ebhardt chose to restore the castle to its condition 
during the time of the Tiersteins, circa 1500. The walls, still standing as high as the machicolations and 
arches, which were still partially preserved, gave him a solid foundation from which to work.

As early as 1900, the restoration began with the most modern equipment of that time. Part of 
the decoration of the castle was entrusted to Léo Schnug, who was in charge of painting murals. An 
association, the “Hohkönigsburgverein”, was in charge of collecting furniture and objects from the 15th, 
16th and 17th centuries, in an effort to bring the monument to life.
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THE SPIRIT OF THE RESTORATION

The operations began with a photography campaign. The ruin was cleared, an archaeological reposito-
ry was created, and the keep, living quarters, surrounding walls and military structures were surveyed. 
In 1906, a ceremony was organised when the emblematic eagle was affi xed to the top of the keep. The 
restored castle was inaugurated with pomp and circumstance on May 13, 1908.

Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle was also marked by the political ambitions of William II. Through this 
major restoration project, he sought to win the approval of the Alsatians and to follow in the footsteps 
of the Hohenstaufens and the Habsburgs, the illustrious emperors who preceded him in Alsace. Among 
the political symbols appearing in the monument, there are mason’s marks used by Bodo Ebhardt. For 
each year of construction, a specifi c mark was carved on the blocks of stone. One of the eight signs 
used by the architect, the one for 1903, represents an eagle formed by the 3 “H’s” of the great imperial 
families who had owned the castle (Hohenstaufen, Habsburg and Hohenzollern).
The political dimension of the restoration took on its full impact in the room called the Kaiser Room or 
the Reception Hall.
The heraldic frescoes by Léo Schnug compellingly echo the Germanic culture of Alsace. The 
imperial eagle, crowned by the Prussian motto “Gott mit uns” (God with us), spans the entire breadth 
of the archway.

In 1995, a storm knocked down the copper eagle installed in 1906 on top of the keep. A scroll 
with text drafted by the Emperor himself was discovered there. On it, he proclaimed overwhel-
ming imperial power and German greatness.

 

FROM IMPERIAL GERMAN OWNERSHIP TO FRENCH NATIONAL 
ESTATE 

The restored castle was inaugurated on May 13, 1908. In the presence of William II, a historic pro-
cession entered the castle solemnly, in the pouring rain. Until World War I, the restoration continued 
with decorative painting and the purchase of collections by the “Hohkönigsburgverein” association. 
Through the Treaty of Versailles of 1919, the castle of Haut-Kœnigsbourg became a national 
estate of France. It became a popular tourist destination, but it remained fashionable to mock the 
restoration, which was wrongly deemed unauthentic by many detractors. It was not until the 1980s that 
the work of Bodo Ebhardt was esteemed once again.
Seen in a new light, the entire site was listed as a historic monument in 1993.
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Looking back at a 
monumental construction 
project in the 20th - 21st 
centuries
A modern construction site in the early 
20th century

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE RESTORATION PROJECT

In his account of the restoration of Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle, published in Berlin in 1900, Bodo Ebhardt 
laid out four principles that guided his vast undertaking. First of all, there was an attentive “reading” 
of the walls and architectural elements still in place, as well as a systematic collection of the archaeo-
logical debris, where the sites of discovery were marked. He also used documents found in various 
European archives. Finally, when it became diffi cult to fi nd the necessary information, Bodo Ebhardt 
made comparisons with castles from the same period as the Haut-Koenigsbourg castle, at the same 
level of importance.

TECHNICAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES

The work started with the opening of a sandstone quarry to the west of the castle. Next, in 1901, a pum-
ping station was built halfway up the hill. From that point on, the castle had a water supply. In December 
1901 the fi rst crane arrived, to raise the keep. In the following autumn, a second crane travelling on rails 
accelerated the restoration of the living quarters and the western parts of the castle. In order to operate 
these cranes and illuminate the worksite, a generator was installed. Purchased second-hand in 1901, a 
small locomotive transported the blocks of sandstone from the quarry to the worksite. A lime pit, stone 
crusher and worksite cabins rounded out the site’s equipment. 

The number of workers varied with the seasons: reduced to about forty in the middle of winter, there 
could be more than two hundred and twenty people in summertime. All the building trades were re-
presented, including quarry workers, stone carvers, masons, machinists, locksmiths, carpenters and 
blacksmiths, as well as innkeepers and maintenance personnel. Most of the workers were paid by the 
hour, every two weeks. They received pensions, healthcare insurance and disability insurance. A quar-
terly report drafted by the architect provides a record of the construction’s progress and the diffi culties 
encountered, indicating famous visitors and mentioning the weather conditions and visitor numbers. 
From 1904 onwards, an admission fee was charged. It recouped the cost of the time spent by the 
workers welcoming the increasingly numerous visitors, and the proceeds went into a solidarity fund to 
compensate workers who were injured on the site.
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THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE RESTORATION

At Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle, the architecture was recreated based on a careful reading of the traces 
that had been left over time. The elements of everyday life during the Middle Ages were maintained, 
restored or recreated, including latrines, sinks, wells, chimneys, stoves and cisterns. The archaeologi-
cal materials found during the works inspired the reconstruction of the decor.

Based on these facts, can we consider that the restoration led by Bodo Ebhardt is faithful to the spirit 
of the medieval castle? Yes, we can. However, there are a few discrepancies. For the layout of a gran-
diose reception hall, Bodo Ebhardt did not hesitate to eliminate an earlier level of occupation, some 
traces of which still remain. Also, in order to lend a more commanding effect to the restored monument, 
the volume of the roofi ng was exaggerated.

For political reasons, much importance was placed on these inaccuracies. But the principal controversy 
concerned the restoration of the keep; not long before the inauguration of the castle by William II, 
several publications affi rmed that the keep, restored in a square shape, had originally been round. The 
press, following the example of the celebrated Alsatian illustrator Hansi, stoked the fi res of controversy, 
discrediting Bodo Ebhardt and, consequently, the Emperor William II. Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle thus 
became the target of a campaign aiming to ridicule its restoration. However, the remaining base of the 
keep left no doubt as to its historically square shape!

At present, we can assert that the restoration of the fortress by Bodo Ebhardt is coherent. The restored 
monument gives an accurate vision of what a mountain castle was like in the Rhine area in the late 
Middle Ages.
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Current works: a model restoration project
In February 2010, the development master plan, commissioned in August 2007 by the Conseil Général du 
Bas-Rhin from an architect specializing in working with listed buildings (architecte en chef des monuments 
historiques), entered its fi rst phase. This plan laid down a description of and a timetable for the completion of 
the local authority’s goals in terms of looking after and developing the appeal of the château du Haut-Koenigs-
bourg. The plan focussed on two areas:
- changing the lay-out of existing buildings to make them more user-friendly,
- developing new buildings which will add to and enhance the existing buildings.

The major building work begun in February 2010 at a cost of nearly 12 million Euros will see new buildings 
for staff and visitors completed by early 2015. These buildings will provide better visitor reception facilities, 
improve staff safety, offer protection to castle property and its collections and ensure all the château fi ttings 
comply with current building and legal regulations.
The improvements to facilities for the public include: a new on-site classroom in the upper fl oors of the mill, 
new services (luggage lockers, information desk…), a more modern ticket machine and visitor centre and toilet 
facilities that are suitable for disabled visitors. All of these new facilities can be used by individuals with reduced 
mobility (construction of a lift).
This work also includes the construction of recreational areas and offi ces in the dovecote with the aim of impro-
ving the working conditions and general well-being of all members of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg’s staff 
in both professional and personal terms.
The main challenge for this project – so important for the château’s future development - is to balance the 
needs of its many visitors with the need to preserve the heritage represented by the castle. The constant chal-
lenge for the château’s team is to keep the castle open to visitors throughout the year even as building and 
renovation work continues, and to offer the public high-quality tours and activities.

THE RESTORATION OF THE ALSATIAN HOUSE

The fi rst phase of the work begun in February 2010 was completed in mid 2012. It involved the complete reno-
vation of the structure and the roof and windows of the maison alsacienne. Located in the lower courtyard, this 
part of the château housed the Hostellerie (a restaurant), the bookshop, accommodation for staff and some 
offi ces up to January 2010. The aim of the building work was to remove the construction elements that had 
been added to the building over the last 60 years. This would reduce the structural load, thus enabling the buil-
ding’s complete restoration to its previous state. To ensure that the work would not cause disruption to visitor 
facilities, the château’s retail facilities (restaurant and bookshop), previously housed in the maison alsacienne, 
were moved in July 2010 to the star bastion.
The second phase of work on the maison alsacienne began at the end of 2012 and will last for about 18 
months. This work involves fi tting out and decorating the inside of this building, along with that of the dovecote 
and the mill. The architect’s company Chevallier et Garruchet submitted their preliminary design at the begin-
ning of December 2012. The basic preliminary design looks at the needs of users (visitors and staff) and must 
be in keeping with the initial study, comply with the commission and be architecturally in harmony with the châ-
teau. It must take into account the principle that it must be possible to remove any new facilities constructed on 
the site without damaging the site (as required by listed building regulations).
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UPGRADING THE TECHNICAL INSTALLATIONS

The upgrading of fi ttings began in February 2011. This second phase of major works involves striking a 
balance between the installation of the most technically up-to-date fi ttings and the demands of catering 362 
days a year to large numbers of visitors at a site which is very much a product of the time when it was fi rst 
built. The upgrading of fi ttings entered its most challenging phase in November 2012, with work starting on 
the rooms that form part of the guided tour. Work is carried out during the daytime, from Monday to Friday. 
However, any work which has a major impact on how the site is operated is done outside the site’s opening 
hours.
These improvements were much anticipated by the Service Départemental d’Incendie et de Secours, the 
SDIS (Départemental Fire and Rescue services) and focus mainly on the protection of life and property, 
especially with regards to fi re precautions and fi re-fi ghting. In practical terms, this means connecting the 
château to the town’s water supply, by the installation of 2 new fi re hydrants,  3 new water storage basins, 
each with a 120m³ capacity, the creation of a network of around thirty fi re hose stations, one for each room, 
an early-warning fi re detection system for the 250 enclosed spaces, entrances and rooms of the site and 
lastly, nearly 5 km of dry riser pipes and 120 km of electrical cables discreetly running through the  castle 
structure and walls. All of these systems are backed up by an electric generator, there is emergency lighting 
throughout the buildings and technical systems and fi ttings (heating, lighting, IT systems...) will be managed 
by a building automation system. This upgrading work will help the château staff to manage lighting, water 
and heating more effectively, therefore reducing energy wastage and achieving one of the aims of the châ-
teau du Haut-Koenigsbourg’s Agenda 21 programme.

THE RESTORATION OF THE KEEP

Cyclone Joachim’s passage on December 16th 2011 torn off and destroyed the old copper roofi ng on the 
north, west and south-facing sides of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg’s keep. Work to repair the roof 
was started by the Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin in January 2013. Some of the roof will be repaired by re-
using the original copper panels. The work is carried out in the open thanks to the erection of two sections 
of major scaffolding: the fi rst section uses cantilever scaffolding and is located at the top of the keep and the 
second section is made up of fi xed scaffolding and is located by the north wall of the château (60 tonnes of 
scaffolding in total!). Erecting the scaffolding will take 6 to 8 weeks and the whole project will last 8 months.

It is clear that, once this major upgrading work has been completed, one century 
after its fabulous restoration, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle will once more be a 
pioneer in terms of its modern equipment and facilities and the way these are 
integrated it into the monument, both architecturally and sustainably!

CURRENT RESTORATION, FITTING-OUT AND UPGRADING WORK

DURATION OF THE WORKS: 2010-2015
3 TO 4 FUNCTIONAL PHASES ACROSS DIFFERENT AREAS, DEPENDING ON VISITOR NUMBERS AT 
THE MONUMENT.

RESTORATION OF THE ALSATIAN HOUSE:
2.2 MILLION EUROS INCL. VAT 

UPGRADING OF THE TECHNICAL INSTALLATIONS:
7.7 MILLION EUROS INCL. VAT 

FITTING-OUT OF THE INTERIOR VOLUMES OF THE ALSATIAN HOUSE, THE 
DOVECOTE AND THE MILL: ESTIMATED AT 1.8 MILLION EUROS INCL. VAT



1516

The castle today: 
A place where history lives on
Events in 2013
THE EVENT OF THE YEAR

“The delightful gardens of the Middle Ages
From the symbolic to the practical”
Exhibitions and special events – July, August, September 2013
This summer, the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg, the Ecomusée d’Alsace (the Alsace Eco-museum) 
and the Bibliothèque Humaniste de Sélestat (Sélestat Humanist Library) have joined forces to offer a 
very ‘green’ programme of events! The gardens of the Middle Ages have pride of place here, whether 
they were used for religious purposes, for pleasure, for growing food or for nurturing mind and soul!

Medieval gardens have grown in popularity in recent times and many heritage sites have created their own 
gardens. The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg and the Ecomusée have done likewise and both have their own 
medieval garden. To help create these gardens, many different records were consulted: writings, drawings, 
paintings… Some of these, along with many similar items, are kept at the Bibliothèque Humaniste de Sélestat 
(a UNESCO World Heritage site).

This brand new exhibition at the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg and the Ecomusée will be on display from 
July to September 2013 and shows the diversity of gardens in the Middle Ages through reproductions of works 
belonging to the Bibliothèque Humaniste. Rounded off by a tour of the gardens and special events at the 
Ecomusée, this exhibition places the gardens in their historical context, explaining their lay-out, their symbolic 
meaning, what they were used for and some medieval gardening techniques. The Bibliothèque Humaniste 
has put the very best of its collections on display: copies of details from the Hortus deliciarum, the Jardins 
de l’âme (the gardens of the soul) and their collections of preserved fl owers, dating from the 12th to the 16th 
centuries.

Exhibitions in French, German and English
Admission included in the entrance ticket to the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg

The garden of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg
Created in 2001 during an educational project, the garden of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg has an 
area of 500m². Divided into eight different themed sections, it shows the relationship between the people 
of the Middle Ages and the plants that formed their environment. Like many castle gardens in the 15th 
century, this garden is located outside the fortress. It is fully enclosed and consists of geometrical beds 
edged with woven wood fencing. Overlooked by the coat of arms of the castle’s Lord, it also features 
arbors where roses and honeysuckle climb, along with benches and shaded areas where you could 
‘woo’ your loved one.
The garden of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg has a great variety of plants which can be used in 
many different ways! Here you can fi nd plants to eat, plants that can be used as medicine and even 
plants used to dye clothes. Medicinal plants, known as ‘simples’, grow best beside the so-called ‘magi-
cal’ plants, which were used to make potions. Here in the garden, respect for both the environment and 
history is very important. No chemical fertilizers or pesticides are used - rather we aim to strike a balance 
with nature. Compost, mulching and effi cient watering are the main techniques used. Vegetables impor-
ted from the Americas after the 15th century are not allowed, instead there are more than 120 types of 
vegetables and plants which were used in medieval times.
Lastly, the garden is looked after by a company that specializes in getting people who have experienced 
specifi c diffi culties back into employment in the fi eld of the environment. Biodiversity, history, ecology 
and social integration are all important features of this medieval garden!
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“Museums at Night”

Night-time tour • Saturday 18 May 2013 from 7 pm 

The European Museums at night programme has become an important event in central Alsace. On 
Saturday 18 May 2013, the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg and 9 cultural venues in Sélestat join toge-
ther once more for an evening full of surprises!
The Museums at night programme is a unique opportunity to see this Alsatian castle at night-time in a 
spring-like and poetic ambiance. After sunset, a very different castle slowly reveals itself... From 7pm 
onwards, through both guided tours and self-guided tours, members of the public can stroll through the 
heart of this transformed château.
Many exhibitions and workshops are also on offer from cultural venues in the town of Sélestat: Frac 
Alsace, Bibliothèque Humaniste, Maison du Pain, Galerie La Paix, L’Evasion etc.
We hope to see you here for a magical, multi-faceted evening that will delight all those who like to stay 
up late!

Practical tip: the Bas-Rhin County Council is providing a free shuttle all evening long between the 
castle and Sélestat.

Guided tours • In French and German
Free admission • Last admission at 12:15 am, closing at 1 am

“See You in the Garden”

Activities in the medieval garden • Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 June 2013

Overlooked by the coat of arms of the castle’s Lord, the garden of the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg 
gives a taste of the art of gardening in the Middle Ages. It has become the high-light of a new tour 
of medieval gardens created in 2011, which includes gardens in 10 neighbouring ‘communes touris-
tiques’ (villages with good facilities for visitors/visitor attractions). Located on the Wine Route between 
Dieffenthal and Bergheim, each site illustrates a different theme and a well-known profession from 
those times through the plants and fl owers in its garden: the head chef’s vegetables, the roses of the 
troubadour (a medieval singer) etc.
To help you make the most of this tour, guided tours and special activities will be organized in the 
gardens during the ‘Rendez-vous aux jardins’, on 1 and 2 June 2013.

Free admission to the gardens
Also in German

“A Castle for All”
Adapted tours • Saturday 7 September 2013

Tailored tours are king! On this day the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg offers a range of tours and 
facilities specially designed for disabled people.
A very carefully thought out range of activities is available for handicapped visitors, with specifi c 
activities for different age groups and different kinds of disability. These include guided tours in French 
Sign Language, multi-sensory tours, safe visiting access for wheelchair users (who will be carried by 
staff where necessary) and tours that are tailored to mentally-handicapped visitors.
This very worthy initiative is run each year with the help of very committed volunteers who join forces 
with the château to give disabled visitors a wonderful time that they can share with family or friends.

In French and German • Reservations Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 25 00
Free admission for disabled visitors and an helper



17

Sélest’art 2013

The 20th Sélestat Biennale of contemporary art
21st September – 27th October 2013

The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg will once again welcome the creative arts in the shape of the 
Sélestat Biennale of contemporary art, now in its 20th year,  by hosting several works of contemporary 
art. Over the course of more than a month, the town of Sélestat and the château will be transformed 
thanks to the creative inspiration of the artists chosen by Julien Fronsacq and Marc Bembekoff. Both 
are exhibition curators at the Palais de Tokyo modern art gallery in Paris and they will be performing 
this function at this year’s biennale. As they pay tribute to the mythical character, Sletto (the giant 
who founded Sélestat) and to the Corso Fleuri fl oat parade, they explore both the differences and the 
similarities between myths and folklore, heritage and special events, the permanent and the more 
temporary.

The works of art are displayed in the town, outdoors, at heritage and cultural sites and in more 
unexpected locations! In the château, they are displayed along the tour circuit.

Customs and traditions of yesteryear
Christmas exhibition and attractions • December 2013

Each December, the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg pulls a whole range of activities from its Christmas 
stocking – perfect for those who want to rediscover the traditions of their ancestors. Our New Year’s 
gifts to you are the decorations that illustrate the history of Christmas and its customs in the region 
down the centuries.
An Advent calendar decorated with medieval-style drawings, a Christmas feast organized for the Empe-
ror, a medieval kitchen from which come the odours of gingerbread, Christmas trees decorated with 
apples and communion wafers – these are some of the wonderful things that you can experience every 
day at the château.
The castle, which will look absolutely splendid for the occasion, will also organize two family workshops. 
These two hour long workshops will allow young and old to discover and experience the traditions and 
customs of their ancestors! Finally, every day during the school holidays, the château organizes a fun 
tour led by a very special character from the 15th century…

Christmas exhibition • every day in December (except 25 December and 1 January)
Family workshops • In French • 26 and 31 December (Reservation from Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 
25 00)
Fun tour • In French • every day during school holidays
Free admission for under 18s (excluding supplements for workshops and fun tour)
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Tours for all!
All year long, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle offers a rich selection of themes and tours so that you can delve into 
its tumultuous past, its incredible restoration and the high quality of its collections. An offering of tours is 
accessible to everyone, the whole year round.

FOR INDIVIDUAL VISITORS

Guided tours

All year round
The guided tour enables you to discover, with a tour guide, the fascinating history of the castle and the secrets 
of its architecture. It is also available in English.
Included in the admission fee • Tour length: 1h
Tours at set times in English from June to September at 11.45 am
Tours at set times in French from October to March at 11 am and 2.30 pm • in April, May, June and September 
at 11 am, 2.30 pm and 4 pm • in July and August: regular departures from 9.45 am to 12 noon and from 1.30 
pm to 5.30 pm
Tours at set times in German from May to October at 12 noon and 3 pm
 
In addition to the guided tour, audio guides in 8 languages and tour documents in 14 languages

FOR GROUPS OF ADULTS

Groups of adult visitors can choose from a selection of 4 tours to suit their wishes. With the self-guided tour, 
they visit the castle at their own pace, using a document presenting the history, architecture and restoration of 
the monument, or using an audio guide. Groups can also have a guided tour. Finally, groups of visitors can 
opt for a lecture tour: exclusive and custom-designed, it enables groups to discover the monument in depth 
and explore its unusual aspects, or learn more about a given theme, such as architecture or everyday life in the 
Middle Ages.

Self-guided tour • 1 hr • €6 / adults
Leafl ets available in fr, de, en, it, es, nl, da, sv, ja, ru, zh, pl, cz, eo

Audio guide tour • about 1 ½ hrs • €10 / adults (admission: €6 + rental: €4)
Available in fr, de, en, es, it, ru, zh, nl, da, ja

Guided tour • Length: 1 hr • €6 / adults
Available in fr, de, en, es, it

Lecture tour – Exclusive, tailored lecture tours offer a more in-depth look at the castle and the opportunity to 
fi nd out more about specifi c aspects of the château or to increase one’s knowledge of a particular subject, such 
as architecture or day-to-day life in the Middle Ages. A lecturer with expert knowledge of the château will lead 
this remarkable tour.

Lecture tour • up to 2 hrs: €6 / adults + €110 / tour • up to 3 h: €6 / adults + €145 / tour
Available in fr, de, en
Reservations from Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 25 00
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EDUCATIONAL TOURS AND ACTIVITIES

Explore the château with a school group or youth 
group
For nearly 15 years now, the Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle’s education department has been working 
actively with school and youth groups. As a teaching tool and an early learning aid, the castle is a fun 
and informative way of reinforcing school-based learning. The castle building itself is an excellent edu-
cational tool.

The Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle has a wide range of educational programmes suitable for all ages, from 
pre-school to secondary school level. 

Different parts of the school curriculum, such as French or History, are studied using different themes 
– architecture, heraldry, the art of war or the restoration of historical sites, to name a few. Based on its 
considerable experience in this fi eld, every year this unusual site reveals a little of its riches to some 
40 000 young people.

Advance booking is required for all tours and activities. Each group should consist of no more than 30 
young people (several groups may be formed). One accompanying adult per fi ve young people goes 
free of charge (6€ admission fee for each additional accompanying adult).

A fortress to ‘discover’ !
The Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle offers a selection of tours that are specifi cally aimed at school and youth 
groups. These tours can be booked in advance all year round and start at 9.30 am, 11 am, 1.30 pm 
and 3 pm.

Discovery tour – This tour enables visitors to see the site from a wider perspective. Together with 
their guide, the group studies various topics in relation to the castle’s history – architecture, the castle’s 
restoration at the start of the 20th century, daily life in the 15th century and more.
Discovery tour • 1 hr • € 1.50 per young person + €20 per group 
8 to 18 years old
Available in fr, de, en
Reservations from Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 25 00

Unaccompanied tour – Young people aged from 3 to 18 can discover the château at their own rhythm 
with their teacher or adult leader. To help prepare this visit, teaching material in French, German and 
English is at the disposal of teachers and group organisers. This material must be booked at the same 
time as the unaccompanied tour.
Unaccompanied • 1 hr  to 1hr 30 • € 1.50 per young person 
3 to 18 years old
Reservations from Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 25 00
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A TOUR FOR EVERY DISABILITY
 
For people with intellectual disabilities and the mentally ill, the content and/or commentary of the tour 
is systematically adapted to the level of comprehension, capacities of concentration and activity levels 
of the visitors.

For blind and visually-impaired visitors, each tour is planned with a multi-sensory approach. Different 
tools (models, relief maps, etc.) enrich a presentation based on description and explanation.

All tours for visitors with reduced mobility are given outdoors in accessible areas, with an escort. The 
tours continue with the screening of a 20-minute fi lm in the audiovisual area.

For hearing-impaired visitors, the castle provides hearing loops (by reservation only). For groups of 
deaf people, tours are given in French sign language and international sign language (ISL), or they can 
be followed by lip reading.

Reservations from Monday to Friday on 03 69 33 25 00



21

Enthusiastically serving our 
heritage
ESTELLE LEQUESNE
HEAD OF ACCESSIBILITY AND MUSEUM MARKETING
After having studied history, specializing in tourism, it was only natural for Estelle 
Lequesne to be attracted to the fi eld of cultural tourism. She began work at the 
château du Haut-Koenigsbourg in 2001, being responsible for visitors with special 
needs and disabled visitors, a position that had just been created.
From her offi ce, with its views over the Alsatian plain, Estelle develops and 
implements action plans aimed at providing the best possible welcome and the 
best facilities to people who would not normally visit this type of attraction. ‘The 
whole staff of the château want to make this wonderful example of our heritage as 
accessible to as wide a range of people as possible’, she explains.
An audiovisual interpretive centre, a 3D scale model, booklets in Braille, tours 
that are tailored to different types of disability, workshops in old people’s homes 
– these are some of the tools and activities that have been developed over the 
years.
Today, the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg is a model in terms of accessibility. In 
2013, the château took another step forward by linking these issues with a wider 
drive to promote sustainable development and universal design (facilities that are 
accessible to all). From now on, every department in the château must take these 
questions into consideration and ‘always consider every individual visitor’s needs’.

DELPHINE BRUNEL
HEAD OF EVENTS, RESPONSIBLE FOR AGENDA 21 AND THE MEDIEVAL GARDEN
Delphine Brunel arrived at the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg in 2002, taking on the position of 
heritage interpreter/guide. Her job is to communicate the architectural wonders and the troubled history 
of the castle to visitors. ‘The château du Haut-Koenigsbourg has many different faces’, she says. Its 
rich history, both in medieval and more recent times, its special aesthetic appeal and the surrounding 
natural environment are all themes that Delphine really wants to highlight. In order to do this, she 

organizes a variety of events that are suitable for a full range of different 
audiences, in partnership with local arts and cultural bodies, from Sélestat 
to Strasbourg and Mulhouse. ‘Helping make the château come alive, 
enabling everyone to fi nd their own perspective on the castle’ …this is 
what Delphine aims to do every day.
She is particularly attached to the château’s medieval garden, having 
been in charge of developing and looking after it over the last few years. 
For her, heritage interpretation should always try to ‘help people to 
better understand and experience the amazing heritage we have here’. 
In line with the château’s approach to sustainable development and the 
environment, no chemicals are used in caring for the garden. The garden 
is in fact looked after by a company that specializes in getting people who 
have experienced specifi c diffi culties back into employment and which 
is very interested in environmental issues, its ultimate aim being to ‘help 
people get back into society and employment through involvement with 

the environment’.
Since 2010 she has had another task: to put the château on the path towards a more sustainable 
approach by drawing up an Agenda 21 programme for the castle. After having created an implementation 
strategy for this programme, she had the job of harnessing the staff’s skills and enthusiasm to come up 
with ideas for new initiatives. With the help of Estelle Lequesne and Philippe Ludwig (Ariena), she led 
numerous brainstorming sessions with representatives from each department. Now it will be Delphine’s 
job to monitor and coordinate the programme and to assess its results.
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LOÏC GUYADER
PUBLIC PROGRAMMER
After 6 years studying automotive engineering, Loïc Guyader joined the 
château du Haut-Koenigsbourg in 1981 to perform his national service. At 
this time he held the position of caretaker and lived in the château itself for 
many years! At fi rst he was in charge of caretaking duties, ongoing repairs and 
ticket inspection, before becoming a guide and security guard/safety offi cer: 
this position involved many duties, the most important of which was leading 
guided tours. ‘The guided tour used to be seen as a bonus, an extra service 
that we offered to visitors, but it has now become the most important part 
of our job for more than nine months of the year’, he explained. Together 
with his colleagues, Loïc contributes to the organization and the improvement 
of the ways in which the château is presented to visitors. ‘In the post-war 
period, guided tours were more focussed on just describing things. Over time, 
tours began to explain things more. Nowadays, as well as helping people 
understand the château better, we aim to offer them an experience that will 
emotionally engage them and really stimulate their interest’.
As well as this core activity, Loïc performs many different duties in order to 
ensure visitors’ safety and comfort: regular patrols on foot, manning the security control room, preparing 
for special events, checking that fi ttings are working properly, training part-time guides etc. This is his 
château life and there’s never a dull moment! The employees have to be multi-skilled in this way to 
ensure that the standard of the visitor experience remains of high quality in this isolated site, which 
faces many challenges because of its location. But as Loïc tells us, ‘it’s ultimately seeing visitors, 
young and old, enjoying themselves and the thanks we get from them that make this unusual job so 
worthwhile.’ 2013 represents a new chapter for Loïc Guyader, who has been appointed to the position 
of ‘Public programmer’. In the future he will have an increased supervisory role and, amongst other 
things, will help implement the programme of cultural events and manage restoration work, this being 
one of the main tasks facing the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg in 2013.

GAËLLE FOUSSE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Over the course of her career, Gaëlle Fousse has worked in several famous and 
prestigious places such as the château de Saint-Germain en Laye, the Louvre 
and France’s national library, the Bibliothèque Nationale de France. In 1999, she 
joined the team at the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg, taking on the position of 
Deputy Director. Gaëlle Fousse has a wide-ranging role, coordinating the team and 
managing all aspects of daily life at the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg. Her main 
goal: ‘to ensure that visits to the château take place in an environment that is as 
safe and as comfortable as possible’, a never-ending task, made more challenging 
by the ‘unusual nature of the site’, she explains. Managing and supervising the 
visitor reception team, monitoring temporary and permanent modifi cations to 
the site, monitoring restoration, maintenance and conservation work, promoting 
a health and safety culture amongst staff members…all these tasks are thought 
through and then managed by Gaëlle, who has a lot of practical fi eld experience 
and knows every part of the château extremely well. Nearly every morning, before 
opening time, she carries out a general inspection of the château. Assessing the ‘troops’ morale’ by 
spending time with the château staff, ensuring that any work on the château and its fi ttings is being 
properly carried out, giving out and supervising routine tasks, inspecting the tour circuit – these are the 
jobs Gaëlle performs every day. In addition to this, she has to manage unexpected events (incidents, 
accidents, equipment failures).
Gaëlle’s key jobs in 2013 centre on the major restoration and building work currently in progress, the 
implementation of the Agenda 21 programme, the implementation of measures promoting accessibility 
and the management of the area of forest recently acquired for the château du Haut-Koenigsbourg.
With the help of her ‘pro-active and enthusiastic’ team, Gaëlle Fousse is constantly working to meet the 
challenge of promoting, protecting and educating people about this amazing heritage site.
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A renowned cultural and 
tourist site
A CASTLE AT THE HEART OF ALSACE

Alsace is one of the regions of Europe with the most medieval castles! Most of them are now in ruins, and their 
silhouettes have been a part of the landscape for generations, to the delight of hikers, who can come across 
them on walking tours throughout Alsace. Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle is undoubtedly the most symbolic of all 
of these silhouettes! Standing in the Vosges Mountains at an altitude of 800 metres, it is a crucial sightseeing 
stop to understand the history of the region, and thus of France and Europe.

Located above the Wine Route between Kintzheim and Orschwiller, it is also the starting point for many escapades 
through Alsace. Towards Sélestat, Colmar or Strasbourg, many tourist destinations are less than an hour away. 
Some are just a few minutes away. On the same hill as Haut-Koenigsbourg, Monkey Mountain and the Eagle 
Sanctuary offer an opportunity for surprising encounters with clever, majestic animals, every day between April and 
November.

Further afi eld, in a former wheat hall, the Humanist Library of Sélestat offers visitors a large collection of rare books, 
some of which are listed in the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. Just a few paces away, the Maison du Pain 
(House of Bread) guarantees an exquisite stop, before Frac Alsace. Every few months, art enthusiasts or those who 
are just curious will fi nd a new contemporary exhibition or an artist in residence. When you get back on the road and 
head towards the Plain of Alsace, make sure you stop in a few of the typical, beautiful villages on the Wine Route, 
which winds along the foothills!

Once you get to Colmar, romantics will not be able to resist the authenticity of Little Venice, the historic quarter at 
the heart of the Alsatian town. They will also be able to visit the Unterlinden Museum, France’s second-most-visited 
Fine Arts museum outside of Paris. Amongst its fi nest pieces, the museum boasts the famous Isenheim Altarpiece, 
a masterpiece of western art.

For museum lovers, it would be a pity to miss out on Southern Alsace! In Ungersheim, the Ecomusée of Alsace – 
the largest open-air museum in France – is a reconstructed Alsatian village featuring traditional houses, farms, craft 
workshops, a train station, a sawmill, a school and more, rescued from planned demolition. Those who head as far 
as Mulhouse will discover the European capital of museums of the industrial dream. The Car Museum, the Train 
Museum, the Wallpaper Museum, the Textile Printing Museum and the Electricity Museum: 9 different places tell 
extraordinary tales about people, know-how, science and progress.

For the most cosmopolitan visitors, the European capital of Strasbourg is chock-full of ideas for artistic, historic 
and gastronomic outings. From the cathedral to the European institutions, together with the Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, the Historical Museum and educational venues such as the Vaisseau, Strasbourg is undoubtedly a 
must-see destination!

A last stop in the north will enable nature lovers to discover the Northern Vosges Regional Nature Reserve. In 
addition to its sumptuous landscapes, this traditional glass-blowing region is also home to the Lalique Museum, 
located in the charming village of Wingen-sur-Moder.

For the greater comfort of visitors, the Haut-Kœnigsbourg shuttle, which goes to Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle from the 
train station in Sélestat, also serves Monkey Mountain, the Eagle Sanctuary, Kintzheim and Cigoland. The shuttle’s 
schedule is timed to coincide with the express trains from Strasbourg, Colmar, Mulhouse and Basel. With this ultra-
effi cient transportation network, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle is just 4 hours away from Paris!
Furthermore, passengers get a special admission price to the sites when they present their shuttle ticket. Find out more 
about schedules and operating days: www.bas-rhin.fr – And for all the public transit routes in Alsace: www.vialsace.eu

Discover all the treasures of Alsace and design your own sightseeing tour with the help of the Alsace Tourist Board: 
www.tourisme-alsace.com
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HAUT-KŒNIGSBOURG CASTLE, CINEMATIC INSPIRATION

The unique atmosphere of Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle has inspired many artists, 
especially those in the prestigious fi eld of cinema.

At the end of the 1930s, Jean Renoir chose the Alsatian fortress as the setting for his fi lm “Grand Illusion”. 
Now acclaimed as a masterpiece of French and global cinema, it is one of the few fi lms to be included in the 
collections of the MoMA in New York. Recently digitally remastered, “Grand Illusion” returned to movie 
theatres in February 2012 and is available on DVD and Blu-Ray. This exceptional work would not have 
achieved such renown without the spectacular landscapes and remarkable world of Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle. 
This poignant fi lm is still profoundly connected to Alsace, especially as the starring actor, Pierre Fresnay, was 
born in the region.

A couple of decades later, in the summer of 1956, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle was the location for the fi lming 
of “The Adventures of Arsène Lupin”, directed by Jacques Becker, with Robert Lamoureux playing the title 
role.

In the 1980s, John Howe, the famous illustrator of Heroic Fantasy, was charmed by the castle’s mysterious 
ambiance. He drew inspiration from it to design the citadel of “Minas Tirith” when he was chief conceptual 
designer for the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy by Peter Jackson. In another vein, the fortress also inspired the 
famous Japanese director Hayao Miyazaki, known for his anime masterpieces. While location scouting in 
Alsace, he visited the Haut- Kœnigsbourg Castle, which inspired his fi lm “Howl's Moving Castle”.

With its unique ambiance and landscape, Haut-Kœnigsbourg Castle constantly 
fascinates artists, inspiring masterpieces!
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Witness to 900 years of history
1147  First recorded mention of the château, then known as ‘Castrum Estuphin’. It belonged to the Hohenstaufen 
family at this time.

1462  Having become a home to robber knights, the château is besieged and demolished.

1479  Now owned by the Habsburgs, it is given as a fi ef to the Tierstein family, who rebuild and enlarge it. They also 
modernize its defences.

1633  The Thirty Years’ War rages through Alsace. The castle is besieged by the Swedes. It is totally destroyed in 
an accidental fi re.

1648  Louis XIV, ruler of the province of Alsace (through the Peace of Westphalia) becomes the owner of the castle.

1862  Having been abandoned for 2 centuries, the ruins, which are surprisingly-well preserved, are awarded listed 
building status.

1899  The town of Sélestat gives the castle to the German Kaiser, Wilhelm II. Wilhelm asks architect Bodo Ebhardt, 
a specialist in medieval fortifi cations, to completely restore the castle.

1908  The restoration project is completed. The restored château is unveiled by Wilhelm II on May 13th. Restoration 
work continues until the start of the First World War in terms of interior decoration, paintings and building up collections 
of weapons and furnishings.

1919  The Treaty of Versailles means that the château now lies within the borders of France.
 
1993  The entire national heritage site of Haut-Kœnigsbourg receives listed building status.

2006  Up to December of this year, the château du Haut-Kœnigsbourg is managed by the Centre des monuments 
nationaux (a state body linked to the Ministry of Culture).

2007  The law of August 13th, 2004, transfers ownership of the château du Haut-Kœnigsbourg to the Conseil 
Général du Bas-Rhin on January 1st, 2007. It is the fi rst national heritage site to be transferred to a regional authority.

2008  Haut-Kœnigsbourg celebrates the 100th anniversary of its restoration.

2009 Opening of an audiovisual interpretation centre for visitors with reduced mobility and multiple disabilities. The 
centre was built and equipped at a cost of almost 450,000 euros.

2010  80,000 euros are invested in developing innovative interpretive tools for the castle’s disabled visitors (tactile 
3D scale model, PDA-based guides, audio-described tours…).
The Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin (Bas-Rhin Deparmental Council) and the French state have allocated 2.2 million 
euros to restore the maison alsacienne. The work will take 3 years and began in February 2010.

2011  7.7 million euros are to be spent on ensuring the castle’s electrical and other fi ttings comply with all legal 
safety standards and norms. A new phase of works lasting 3 years has begun as part of the development master plan.
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Some statistics...

ALTITUDE      757 m

TOTAL SURFACE     36,000 m2
OUTSIDE SURFACE AREA   21,000 m2
SURFACE AREA WITHIN THE WALLS  15,000 m2

OWNER      Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin 

STAFF      33 full-time and more than 40 seasonal employees

2012 TURNOVER     2,866,819 euros

NUMBER OF VISITORS IN 2012   519,625 visitors

MAIN VISITOR NATIONALITIES   58 % French
      16 % German
       5 % Belgian
      4 % Swiss

AVERAGE LENGTH OF VISIT   1 hour 30 minutes

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART  Laurent Schmitt
      Directeur du château du Haut-Kœnigsbourg 
      (Managing Director)
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Practical information
INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
CHÂTEAU DU HAUT-KŒNIGSBOURG F-67600 ORSCHWILLER

The main visitor reception and booking service may be contacted from Monday to Friday 
9 am to 12.30 pm and from 2 pm to 5.30 pm
 
tel. +33 (0)3 69 33 25 00  -  fax +33 (0)3 69 33 25 00
haut-koenigsbourg@cg67.fr

www.haut-koenigsbourg.fr

TICKET OFFICE OPENING HOURS

The château is open every day, all year round, except 1 January, 1 May and 25 December
January, February, November and December from 9.30 am to 12 pm and from 1 pm to 4.30 pm 
April, May et September: from 9.15 am to 5.15 pm
June, July and August: from 9.15 am to 6 pm
In the evening, the ticket offi ce closes 45 minutes before the château.

ADMISSION FEES 2013

• INDIVIDUALS
Full price:   8 €  per person
Reduced price:   6 €  per person
Free for the under 18s

• GROUPS
Adults (minimum 20 paying visitors):  6 €  per person
Schools and youth groups:  1.50 € per person
Disabled visitors:   1.50 € per  person

• FREE ENTRY
Every 1st Sunday of the month between November and March
During the ‘Museums at Night’ programme, 18 May, 2013 from 7 pm onwards.
During European Heritage Days, 14 and 15 September, 2013
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FACILITIES
Cafeteria, bookshop and giftshop. Free parking for cars and coaches.

ACCESSIBILITY
Disabled parking
The most diffi cult steps in the site are clearly marked
Seating is available along the tour circuit
Guide/assistance dogs are allowed into the castle

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION AND ACCESS
55 km/35 miles South of Strasbourg
26 km/16 miles North of Colmar
12 km/8 miles West of Sélestat
                   
BY CAR:
From Strasbourg or Colmar

A35 Motorway
• exit 17 via Kintzheim 
• exit 18 via Saint-Hippolyte

N59 par Lièpvre

USING THE HAUT-KŒNIGSBOURG SHUTTLE BUS

The Haut-Kœnigsbourg shuttle bus runs from Sélestat train station:
. Saturdays, Sundays and French Public Holidays, from 15 March to 29 December, 2013
. Every day from 13 April to 12 May, 15 June to 15 September,  and 26 October to 11 November, 
2013

The n°500 shuttle bus service to the château du Haut-Kœnigsbourg is part of the Réseau 67 bus network 
and is managed by the Conseil Général du Bas-Rhin.  
It links up with the TER 200 local train service, and also goes to the Montagne des Singes (Monkey 
Mountain), the Volerie des Aigles (Birds of prey park), the Cigoland amusement park and Kintzheim town 
centre.

Visitors who show their bus ticket will receive a discount on the castle admission fee: 6 € per adult 
instead of 8 €.

Haut-Kœnigsbourg shuttle bus ticket prices: One ticket, valid all day
Adult:               4 € per person
Children (under 18s):   2 € per person
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